Name:
Reading Questions: Baldwin “Sonny’s Blues”

Instructions: Answer these questions as thoroughly as possible, using evidence (including quotes) from the text to support your responses. You should adjust the spacing on the page, eliminating and adding as you see fit. Also, please distinguish the font in your answers from the font in the questions, either by not putting your responses in bold or by putting your responses in a different font or color.

1.  Describe two conflicts you see happening in this story and use evidence from the text to support your discussion. You should include at least one quote from the text and practice ICE. 

Different conflicts are arising in the story, and there are internal conflicts between the characters in the story. The story, for instance, has a conflict between Sonny and his elder brother. Sonny decides that he wants to be a jazz musician something that the narrator does not believe can help one earn a living, in the story, for instance, the narrator asks Sonny, ‘‘doesn’t all this take a lot of time? Can you make a living at it?’’ this statement shows that the narrator does not buy the idea of Sonny becoming a musician as he believes that this is for the poor.
Another conflict arises when Sonny says that he wants to go and join the army so that he can get away from Harlem and the narrator is concerned with the fact that Sonny has not yet finished school, and yet he wanted to be a musician. The narrator, for instance, asks Sonny, ‘‘How do you expect to study if you are in the army?'' Sonny, on the other hand, answers his brother that there is nothing he is learning in school. The narrator warns Sonny that if he doesn't finish school, he would later on regret. These instances show two people having different interests, as Sonny does not want to continue with school, but his brother wants Sonny to continue with schooling hence bringing conflict between the narrator and Sonny.
Also, there is a conflict in the story as a result of Sonny's drug addiction, and this leads to Sonny absenting himself from school which creates a dispute between him and Isabela's mother when she comes to understand that Sonny has been a truant after receiving a letter from Sonny’s school.




2.  Do you find Sonny to be a sympathetic character? Point to two moments in the text to support your response. (If you choose to quote from the text, please practice ICE.

Sonny is a sympathetic character. He sympathizes with himself as he regrets the things he had done to other people and himself, this was during an instance when Sonny was having a conversation with his older brother and was holding a can of beer, just before they could go for a club where Sonny would perform, for example, Sonny says the following words, ‘‘… but I know I did awful things, those times, sometimes to people. Or it wasn't that I did anything to them- it was that they weren't real''.  In this case, he was referring to how sympathetic he was as a result of using drugs that led him to bring harm to himself and others. 



3.  What about our narrator—do you find him to be sympathetic? Again, find two moments in the text to support your response and practice ICE if you’re quoting.

The narrator of the story is also sympathetic. In the first place, he sympathizes with Sonny when Sonny states that he wants to leave school and join the army or the navy. The narrator even asked Sonny how he expected to study while he was in the military. Another instance where the narrator showed sympathy to Sonny is when the narrator admitted to Sonny by stating the following words, “Sonny I understand how you feel. But if you don't finish school now, you are going to be sorry later that you didn't ''. This statement shows how sympathetic the narrator was feeling for Sonny.
The narrator was also sympathetic with the boys in his class that he was teaching algebra and were using heroin, of which in the end they would end up as Sonny who had been arrested for peddling drugs.







4. Go back to the title: What does the word “blues” signify in the title? What is the significance of music, and this particular kind of music, in the story? What do the blues mean for Sonny? What do they mean for his brother?

The word ‘blues' in the title signifies two concepts, for instance the term ‘blues' has been used to illustrate how a character by the name Sonny has had the better share of sad times, for example, he is addicted to heroin, the addiction leads him to be arrested as a result of vending drugs. Later on, after being released from prison, he returns to his first childhood neighborhood. Also the character Sonny has had ‘blue' times as a result of addiction to heroin whereby he becomes truant in school to the point that the school sent truant letters to Sonny's guardian. The term in the first place means the sad times Sonny has had. In the second place, the term ‘blues has been used to refer to a type of music jazz which Sonny loved to play.
The significance of music in this story helps us to have a clear definition of the culture and characters of Harlem, and in the story of Sonny blues, it has been used to show how jazz music has been embraced in the culture of Harlem. Sonny decides to become a musician, a concept that his elder brother does not accept. In particular, Sonny admires great jazz musician who broke out of the traditional conventions and came up with a freer form for musical expression, for example, Charlie Parker. Sonny believes that his world is different from the one that his older brother was raised, and hence jazz music needs to adopt new artistic forms that can be used to convey the reality. Sonny is of the view that jazz music of his era, the musicians involved were addicts of drugs, for instance, Charlie Packer was addicted to drugs, and he died prematurely as a result of using drugs. The story ends at the time when our narrator witnesses Sonny’s playing firsthand. This experience is similar to a religious revival the narrator witnessed earlier whereby there was a lady playing tambourine and another collected offerings from the people who were listening to them in the streets. However, one major exception the narrator observes is that through jazz music there is a real redemption that is associated with this type of music. Sonny’s elder brother initially viewed jazz music as one that cannot sustain one by helping him to cater to his needs. He sees jazz music as belonging to the poor. 





5.  We’ve read about several different families living in different decades. What might this story reveal about family? For instance, according to the story, what are some of the tensions or pressures an American family living in the 20th century might face?
The story of Sonny Blue has its setting in the post-world war 2 New York. This was during a very significant political and cultural revolution which permanently changed the United States. A family living in the 20th century is likely to face a problem of drug addiction among its young children who might idolize the music stars of jazz who drug addiction to them is a norm for instance in the story we are told of Charlie Packer who was idolized by Sonny. Charlie Packer was a drug addict and even died early in life as a result of drug addiction.
Also, families in the 20th century are likely to face the challenge of the young not willing to follow the laid down norm of doing things, but rather these children want to move past the traditional conventions of doing things. For instance, in the story Sonny wanted to move past the traditional conventions of music, this was what was happening during the post-war whereby many artists expressed notions of individual freedom and artistic liberty. 
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